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Biographical Note

Moore Furman was one of the wealthier and more prominent residents of Trenton during the revolutionary war period.
Born on May 1, 1728 in Hopewell Township, he married Sara White of Philadelphia on March 17, 1767; of their four
children, all except Maria died young and unmarried.

Prior to the Revolutionary War Furman was a highly successful merchant and public servant. In the 1750s he
partnered with Andrew Reed in the mercantile business and served as high sheriff of Hunterdon County and
Postmaster of Trenton. In the mid-1760s Furman purchased a large tract of land northwest of Flemington on which he
built an entire village, named Pittstown, including a nail factory, grist mill, hotel and dwelling houses.

Soon after the outbreak of the revolutionary war, on March 2, 1778, Furman was appointed Deputy Quartermaster
General and Forage Master of New Jersey. In this position he worked under Quartermaster General Nathaniel Greene
to collect and transport supplies to the continental army. Throughout his period of service, his headquarters moved
various times between Pittstown, Trenton and Lamberton. Because of his growing frustrations with the lack of funds,
supplies, and employees, Furman resigned from his position as Deputy Quartermaster General on September 19,
1780.

During the remainder of his lifetime, he continued to serve in a variety of other public offices, including: agent for the
United States Lottery, during the war; commissioner for the construction of the first State house in Trenton, in 1791;
and first mayor of Trenton, 1792. He died a wealthy man on March 16, 1808, leaving a personal estate worth over
$11,500.
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Content Note

The documents in this collection consist mainly of Furman's correspondence with revolutionary officials regarding his
duties as Deputy Quartermaster General of New Jersey, from 1778 to 1780. They include letters to Quartermaster
General Nathaniel Greene, Governor William Livingston and other officers and quartermaster officials. These letters
discuss the policies of the quartermaster General's office and details concerning the collection and transportation of
supplies. Furman's letters also include correspondence with James Burnside from 1790 to 1800 regarding some
misplaced lottery accounts. Many of the letters in this collection were published in 1912 under the title The Letters of
Moore Furman.

Iltem #1 is a letter book containing Furman’s outgoing correspondence for the period 1778-1796. The contents list is
followed by an alphabetical list of correspondents in the letter book and includes date references. Items #2-29 are
loose letters which, with the exception of items #17 & #18, are letters to Furman. Finally, item #30 is an account
regarding the building of the first State House which covers the years from 1792 through 1794. [For other accounts
regarding the building of the State House, researchers should see the series: Maskel Ewing/Papers relating to the
Construction of the State House.]

Contents

Correspondence
1. Letter Book of Moore Furman, 1778-1781, 1785, 1792-1796 (list of correspondence follows Contents list).

2. Joseph Trumbull to Moore Furman, Middlebrook, [Somerset Co.], 2 July 1777.
3. William Bradford to Moore Furman, [n.p.], 7 July 1778.

4. David Banks to Moore Furman, Newark, 24 July 1779.

5. William Livingston to Moore Furman, Mount Holly, 20 December 1779.
6. William Livingston to Moore Furman, Mount Holly, 21 December 1779.
7. David Rhea to Moore Furman, Trenton, 11 January 1780.

8. Jacob Phillips to Moore Furman, Burlington, 10 March 1780.

9. Jacob Phillips to Moore Furman, Burlington, 23 April 1780.

10. Thomas Durie to Moore Furman, Morristown, 24 May 1780.

11. R. Claiborne to Moore Furman, Morristown, 20 June 1780.

12. James Tilton to Moore Furman, Basking Ridge, 2 August 1780.

13.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, New York, 18 July 1790.

14, James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 6 December 1791.
15. Oliver Wolcott, Jr., Comptroller of the United States, [Philadelphia] to Moore Furman, 15 October 1792.
16.  James Burnside, [n.p.] , to Moore Furman, 25 September 1795.

17. Moore Furman to Peter Hunt, [n.p.], 1 April 1796.

18. Moore Furman to Peter Hunt, [n.p.], 10 April 1796.

19.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 22 March 1797.

20.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 24 November 1798.

21.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 21 March 1799.
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22.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 29 May 1799.

23.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 5 August 1799.

24.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Trenton, 7 October 1799.

25.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 2 December 1799.

26.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 3 February 1800.

27. James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 21 February 1800.

28.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 5 March 1800 [original and copy].

29.  James Burnside to Moore Furman, Philadelphia, 12 June 1800.

Account

30. State of New Jersey with Moore Furman, regarding the construction of the first State house, November 28,
1792-November 21, 1794.

Moore Furman Letter Book
Alphabetical List of Correspondents

Abeel, Col. James 11/8/1779
Adam, John 1/25/1780
Allen, Wm. V. 6/7/1779
Balle, Jos. 2/5/1780
Banker, Crist 5/22/1780
Banks, David 12/2/1779
Banks, David 8/23/1779
Banks, David 9/27/1779
Banks, David 10/23/1779
Berry, Col. 12/2/1779
Berry, Col. S. 6/1/1780
Berry, Col. Sidney 12/1/1779
Berry, Col. Sidney 12/26/1779
Berry, Col. Sidney 4/6/1780
Berry, Col. Sidney 11/8/1779
Biddle, Co;. C. 12/20/1779
Biddle, Col. 1/6/1780
Biddle, Col. (?) fr. Nugent 9/15/1779
Biddle, Col. A. 9/18/1779
Biddle, Col. Clem. 5/1/1781
Biddle, Col. Clement 2/19/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 3/7/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 3/25/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 4/15/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 11/27/1779
Biddle, Col. Clement-copy of order 11/25/1779
Biddle, Owen 11/18/1779
Board of War 6/1/1780
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Borden, Jos.-receipt

Bowen, Capt. Seth

Bowen, Capt. Seth

Burnside, James

Burrows, Capt. Wm.

Cahill

Caldwell, James

Caldwell, Rev. J.

Caldwell, Rev. J.

Caldwell, Rev. James

Caldwell, Rev. James

Caldwell, Rev. James

Carpenter, John

Carpenter, John

Carter, Spencer

Carter, Spencer

Circular

Circular

Circular

Circular

Circular

Circular - from Greene
forwarded by MF to Q.M. in state

Circular w/ acct of printed cert.

Circular-Q.M. in state

Circular-Q.M. in state

Circular-Resolve of Congress 12/27

Circular-from Gen. Washington

Circular-to assistants in state

Cornell, B.

Cox, Col. J.

Cox, Col. J.

Cox, John to MF

Dayton, Jona

Dayton, Jonathan

Dillon, Capt. James

Donaldson, Arthur

Dumont, Peter A.

Dunham, Az.

Dunham, Col. Azh.

Durie, Thos.

Durie, Thos.

Durie, Thos.

Durie, Thos.

Flaningam, Maj. Samuel

Flaningam, Major Samuel

Flaningam, Samuel

Fleningham, (?)

3/6/1780
2/23/1780
9/13/1779
1/14/1796
9/15/1779
12/22/1778
3/30/1779
12/31/1779
12/31/1779
12/21/1778
8/10/1779
11/5/1779
2/16/1780
5/30/1780
12/2/1779
11/18/1779
3/16/1780
5/12/1780
10/10/1781
9/7/1779
10/4/1779
6/30/1779
718/1779
2/21/1780
12/22/1778
3/3/1779
1/1/1780
n.d.
12/15/1779
1/1/1780
3/31/1780
9/11/1779
7/8/1779
2/14/1792
12/9/1793
5/25/1780
1/16/1780
5/5/1780
6/27/1780
4/2/1780
1/23/1780
4/7/1780
5/30/1780
4/4/1780
4/8/1780
5/15/1780
3/16/1780
10/13/1779
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Flint, Col. Royal
Gamble, James
Gary, Samuel
Greene, Gen.
Greene, M. Gen. N.
Greene, Maj. Gen. N.
Greene, Maj. Gen. N.
Greene, Maj. General
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.
Greene, Major Gen.

zzzzzz

Greene, Major Gen. Nath.

Greene, Major General
Greene, Nath.
Greene, Nath.
Greene, Nathaniel
Hazlet, William
Henry, Samuel
Hooper, Col. R. L.
Hooper, Col. Robt. L.
Hornblower, Josiah
Howell, Col.

Hunt, James

Hunt, John P.
Huntington, John
Inskeep, John

Inslee, Jos.

Inslee, Joseph
Inslee, Joseph

Irwin, Col.

Johnson, Gershom
Kinnan, Mr.

Kinnan, Peter

Knox, Gen.
Lawrence, Col. Elisha
Leigh, Joseph

Lewis, Jos.

Lewis, Jos.

Lewis, Joseph

Lewis, Joseph

Lewis (notation about letter)

Lowrey, Stephen
Lowrey, William

8/19/1779
10/29/1779
2/9/1780
2/2/1780
10/29/1779
3/31/1780
5/9/1780
2/19/1780
1/6/1780
10/9/1779
12/20/1779
1/28/1780
5/30/1779
5/30/1779
10/1/1779
10/4/1779
3/25/1780
3/7/1780
1/6/1780
6/9/1779
9/9/1779
11/19/1779
2/5/1780
6/7/1779
1/7/1799
5/16/1781
8/16/1779
1/12/1780
2/11/1780
2/11/1780
2/5/1780
5/24/1780
4/14/1780
4/30/1780
12/21/1799
1/7/11779
10/23/1779
9/27/1779
6/11/1779
2/11/1780
8/4/1779
2/9/1780
11/8/1779
10/29/1779
11/8/1779
9/11/1779
8/19/1779
3/24/1780
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Lowry, Stephen 4/14/1780
Magistarates of Essex 2/2/1780
Managers of the U. States Lottery 2/17/1780
Managers of the United States Lot. 2/6/1780
Marsh, Daniel 12/31/1779
Marsh, Dan.-receipt of cert. 6/8/1785
Marsh, Maj. D. 12/2/1779
Marsh, Maj. Daniel 6/28/1779
Marsh, Maj. Daniel 8/23/1779
Marsh, Maj. Daniel 9/25/1779
Marsh, Major 11/20/1779
Marsh, Major Daniel 3/4/1780
Marsh, Major Daniel 3/8/1780
Marsh, Major Daniel 11/8/1779
McDonald, Maj. Richard 2/4/1780
Mitchel, John 12/30/1779
Mitchell, Col. J 10/24/1779
Mitchell, Col. John 12/21/1779
Mitchell, Col. John 4/3/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 5/6/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 5/13/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 5/25/1780
Mitchell, John 4/8/1780
Myer, John 3/6/1780
Norcrop, William 8/16/1779
Opdyke, Rut. 6/7/1779
Paxton, James 3/6/1780
Pettit, Charles 1/26/1780
Pettit, Charles 3/24/1780
Pettit, Chas. 2/17/1780
Pettit, Chas. 3/26/1780
Pettit, Col. Charles 4/30/1781
Phillips, Jacob 3/14/1780
Pommeroy, John 5/15/1780
Porter, Richard 12/24/1778
Price, Rd. n.d.

Price, Richard 2/2/1780
Proctor, Col. 3/9/1780
Q.M.Gen. 3/15/1780
Reading, Capt. Thomas 3/24/1780
Reading, Joseph 12/23/1778
Reynolds, Capt. George 11/25/1779
Rhea, Col. David 3/10/1780
Rhea, Col. David 4/28/1780
Rhea, Col. David 4/28/1780
Rhea, Col. David 8/9/1779
Rhea, D. Col. 4/11/1780
Roberts, Joseph 3/9/1780
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Rosco, Mr.
Runyan, Hugh
Schanck, John J.
Shane, Francis W.
Stockton, Robert
Stockton, Robt.
Stockton, Robt.
Stout, James
Stricker, Capt. John
Sullivan, Maj. Gen.
Tagart, Jacob
Tagart, Jacob
Tagart, Jacob
Taggart, Jacob
Thomas, Edward
Thompson, Col. James
Tollman, Peter
Trenton, Major Wm.
Wade, Col. Francis
West, Col. Jacob
Williams, Daniel
Williamson, Maj. M.
Williamson, Maj. M.
Williamson, Maj. M.
Williamson, William

Caldwell, Rev. James
Cahill

Circular-Q.M. in state
Reading, Joseph
Porter, Richard
Hooper, Col. Robt. L.
Johnson, Gershom
Stricker, Capt. John
Circular-Q.M. in state
Caldwell, James
Greene, Major Gen. N.
Greene, Major Gen. N.
Hooper, Col. R. L.
Allen, Wm. V.

Opdyke, Rut.

West, Col. Jacob
Thompson, Col. James
Greene, Nath.

Knox, Gen.

3/9/1780
5/3/1780
12/26/1779
11/19/1779
3/7/1780
1/17/1780
4/4/1780
1/10/1780
1/9/1779
10/23/1779
4/17/1780
5/15/1780
9/13/1779
10/13/1779
5/24/1780
6/9/1779
5/3/1780
3/3/1780
11/4/1779
6/8/1779
1/10/1780
12/2/1779
1/25/1780
9/13/1779
3/8/1780

Moore Furman Letter Book
Chronological List of Correspondance

12/21/1778
12/22/1778
12/22/1778
12/23/1778
12/24/1778
1/7/1799
1/7/11779
1/9/1779
3/3/1779
3/30/1779
5/30/1779
5/30/1779
6/7/1779
6/7/1779
6/7/1779
6/8/1779
6/9/1779
6/9/1779
6/11/1779
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Marsh, Maj. Daniel 6/28/1779
Circular - from Greene 6/30/1779
forwarded by MF to Q.M. in state 71811779

Cox, John to MF 71811779
Leigh, Joseph 8/4/1779
Rhea, Col. David 8/9/1779
Caldwell, Rev. James 8/10/1779
Norcrop, William 8/16/1779
Howell, Col. 8/16/1779
Banks, David 8/23/1779
Marsh, Maj. Daniel 8/23/1779
Flint, Col. Royal 8/19/1779
Lowrey, Stephen 8/19/1779
Circular 9/7/1779
Greene, Nathaniel 9/9/1779
Cox, Col. J. 9/11/1779
Lewis (notation about letter) 9/11/1779
Williamson, Maj. M. 9/13/1779
Tagart, Jacob 9/13/1779
Bowen, Capt. Seth 9/13/1779
Biddle, Col. (?) fr. Nugent 9/15/1779
Burrows, Capt. Wm. 9/15/1779
Biddle, Col. A. 9/18/1779
Marsh, Maj. Daniel 9/25/1779
Kinnan, Peter 9/27/1779
Banks, David 9/27/1779
Greene, Major Gen. N. 10/1/1779
Circular 10/4/1779
Greene, Major Gen. N 10/4/1779
Greene, Major Gen. 10/9/1779
Fleningham, (?) 10/13/1779
Taggart, Jacob 10/13/1779
Sullivan, Maj. Gen. 10/23/1779
Banks, David 10/23/1779
Kinnan, Mr. 10/23/1779
Mitchell, Col. J 10/24/1779
Lewis, Joseph 10/29/1779
Greene, M. Gen. N. 10/29/1779
Gamble, James 10/29/1779
Wade, Col. Francis 11/4/1779
Caldwell, Rev. James 11/5/1779
Lewis, Jos. 11/8/1779
Abeel, Col. James 11/8/1779
Lewis, Joseph 11/8/1779
Marsh, Major Daniel 11/8/1779
Berry, Col. Sidney 11/8/1779
Biddle, Owen 11/18/1779
Carter, Spencer 11/18/1779

file:///M|/highpoint/webdocs/state/darm/darm2011/guides/guides%20for%20pdf/pfurm001.htmlI[5/16/2011 9:30:55 AM]



NJDARM: Collection Guide -

Shane, Francis W.

Hazlet, William

Marsh, Major

Reynolds, Capt. George
Biddle, Col. Clement

Biddle, Col. Clement-copy of order
Berry, Col. Sidney

Berry, Col.

Marsh, Maj. D.

Williamson, Maj. M.

Banks, David

Carter, Spencer

Circular-to assistants in state
Greene, Major Gen. N.

Biddle, Co;. C.
Mitchell, Col. John
Irwin, Col.

Schanck, John J.

Berry, Col. Sidney
Mitchel, John

Caldwell, Rev. J.
Caldwell, Rev. J.
Marsh, Daniel
Circular-Resolve of Congress 12/27
Cornell, B.

Greene, Nath.

Biddle, Col.

Greene, Major Gen.
Williams, Daniel

Stout, James
Circular-from Gen. Washington
Hunt, James
Donaldson, Arthur
Stockton, Robt.

Durie, Thos.

Adam, John
Williamson, Maj. M.
Pettit, Charles

Greene, Major Gen. N.
Greene, Gen.
Magistarates of Essex
Price, Richard
McDonald, Maj. Richard
Inskeep, John

Balle, Jos.

Henry, Samuel
Managers of the United States Lot.
Lewis, Jos.

11/19/1779
11/19/1779
11/20/1779
11/25/1779
11/27/1779
11/25/1779
12/1/1779
12/2/1779
12/2/1779
12/2/1779
12/2/1779
12/2/1779
12/15/1779
12/20/1779
12/20/1779
12/21/1779
12/21/1799
12/26/1779
12/26/1779
12/30/1779
12/31/1779
12/31/1779
12/31/1779
1/1/1780
1/1/1780
1/6/1780
1/6/1780
1/6/1780
1/10/1780
1/10/1780
n.d.
1/12/1780
1/16/1780
1/17/1780
1/23/1780
1/25/1780
1/25/1780
1/26/1780
1/28/1780
2/2/1780
2/2/1780
2/2/1780
2/4/1780
2/5/1780
2/5/1780
2/5/1780
2/6/1780
2/9/1780
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Gary, Samuel 2/9/1780
Lawrence, Col. Elisha 2/11/1780
Huntington, John 2/11/1780
Hunt, John P. 2/11/1780
Carpenter, John 2/16/1780
Managers of the U. States Lottery 2/17/1780
Pettit, Chas. 2/17/1780
Greene, Maj. General 2/19/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 2/19/1780
Circular w/ acct of printed cert. 2/21/1780
Bowen, Capt. Seth 2/23/1780
Trenton, Major Wm. 3/3/1780
Marsh, Major Daniel 3/4/1780
Paxton, James 3/6/1780
Myer, John 3/6/1780
Greene, Major General 3/7/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 3/7/1780
Stockton, Robert 3/7/1780
Marsh, Major Daniel 3/8/1780
Williamson, William 3/8/1780
Rosco, Mr. 3/9/1780
Proctor, Col. 3/9/1780
Roberts, Joseph 3/9/1780
Rhea, Col. David 3/10/1780
Phillips, Jacob 3/14/1780
Q.M.Gen. 3/15/1780
Flaningam, Samuel 3/16/1780
Circular 3/16/1780
Lowrey, William 3/24/1780
Reading, Capt. Thomas 3/24/1780
Pettit, Charles 3/24/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 3/25/1780
Greene, Major Gen. Nath. 3/25/1780
Pettit, Chas. 3/26/1780
Cox, Col. J. 3/31/1780
Greene, Maj. Gen. N. 3/31/1780
Dunham, Col. Azh. 4/2/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 4/3/1780
Stockton, Robt. 4/4/1780
Durie, Thos. 4/4/1780
Berry, Col. Sidney 4/6/1780
Durie, Thos. 4/7/1780
Mitchell, John 4/8/1780
Flaningam, Maj. Samuel 4/8/1780
Rhea, D. Col. 4/11/1780
Inslee, Joseph 4/14/1780
Lowry, Stephen 4/14/1780
Biddle, Col. Clement 4/15/1780
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Rhea, Col. David 4/28/1780
Rhea, Col. David 4/28/1780
Tagart, Jacob 4/17/1780
Inslee, Joseph 4/30/1780
Tollman, Peter 5/3/1780
Runyan, Hugh 5/3/1780
Dumont, Peter A. 5/5/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 5/6/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 5/13/1780
Circular 5/12/1780
Greene, Maj. Gen. N. 5/9/1780
Pommeroy, John 5/15/1780
Price, Rd. n.d.
Flaningam, Major Samuel 5/15/1780
Tagart, Jacob 5/15/1780
Banker, Crist 5/22/1780
Inslee, Jos. 5/24/1780
Thomas, Edward 5/24/1780
Dillon, Capt. James 5/25/1780
Mitchell, Col. John 5/25/1780
Carpenter, John 5/30/1780
Durie, Thos. 5/30/1780
Board of War 6/1/1780
Berry, Col. S. 6/1/1780
Dunham, Az. 6/27/1780
Pettit, Col. Charles 4/30/1781
Biddle, Col. Clem. 5/1/1781
Hornblower, Josiah 5/16/1781
Circular 10/10/1781
Marsh, Dan.-receipt of cert. 6/8/1785
Dayton, Jona 2/14/1792
Dayton, Jonathan 12/9/1793
Burnside, James 1/14/1796
Borden, Jos.-receipt 3/6/1780

Created July 2004

If you have any questions about the information in this collection guide, please contact njarchives@sos.state.nj.us
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